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U.S. Hands Off El Salvador 
March On the Pentagon 
Sunday, May 3, 1981 

For more information contact: 

People’s Anti-War Mobilization 

Nationai Office 

Wiison Center 

1470 irving St, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20010 

Tei: (202) 462-1488 


Massacre on the Salvadorean 
Border 

New York (LNS) — An estimated 1,450 Salvadorean 
refugees were massacred on the Honduran border in late 
March or early April in an incident which is now being con- 
flrmed by a number of sources in Latin America. Word of the 
killings, which are attributed to soldiers from both the 
Salvadorean and Honduran armed forces, first came on April 
6th from the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El 
Salvador (CISPES) in Honduras. Since then, major portions 
of the same account have appeared in the papers El Dia and 
Excelsior, both located in Mexico City. A large number of 
those murdered were women, children and elderly people, ac- 
cording to Agencia Periodistica Informacion Alternativa, 
which conducted interviews with people from the area and 
surviving refugees. 

Salvadorean refugees make daily attempts to flee across the 
Honduran border to escape the violence in their country. Ac- 
cording to Honduras CISPES, these 1450 refugees, pursued 
by Salvadorean security forces and pushed back by Honduran 
troops, retreated into a cavern known as Cueva La Sentada 
which is located between the cities of Huaricela and St. 
Helena in Salvadorean territory. The Salvadorean army, with 
the help of Honduran soldiers, blasted the entrance to the 
cavern. The work was aided by Air Force bombardments of 
the site, according to testimony of eyewitnesses. 

While firing shots and smoke grenades into the cave the 
soldiers gunned down those who tried to escape the onslaught 
while helicopters circled above and fired on the refugees. 
The helicopters were rumored to be Huey helicopter gun- 
ships, leased by the Salvadorean government from the United 
States. Those entrapped in the cavern died of suffocation. 

“We got our information from a number of sources, 
however we are awaiting confirmation from inside El 
Salvador.” Said Lisa Tarver of CISPES, Washington, D.C., 
who supplied those details. In El Salvador, where journalists 
are allowed to travel only in the major cities and statements to 
the international press place people in a visible and often 
dangerous position, incidents that occur in rural areas 
sometimes take weeks to verify. In the U.S. press, “There has 
been a blockade of the story,” Tarver stated. In New York, 
CISPES and other Salvadorean support groups have in par- 
ticular attacked the New York Times. While a news program 
on a New York 77mes-owned radio station reported the inci- 
dent, the Times failed to even mention the massacre in its na- 
tionally circulated newspaper. 

Despite the deaths at the Cueva La Sentada cavern and 
countless other incidents of violence attributed to the 
Salvadorean security forces by the Archbishop’s legal aid of- 
fice in San Salvador, the ruling junta led by President Jose 
Napoleon Duarte still has official support of the U.S. State 
Department spokesman William Dyess blames the climate of 
violence, and extremists from the left and the right for the re- 
cent murders. Dyess said such incidents reinforce the U.S. 
government’s determination to support the junta. “We 
believe that it is very important to strengthen the regular 
armed forces of El Salvador. . .the regular army, navy, and 
airforce. . .and our military assistance is designed to do 
that.” 

But according to the Religious Task Force on El Salvador 
in Washington D.C., which communicates with medical and 
religious personnel at Salvadorean— Honduran border, “Our 
aid so far only perpetuates that kind of incident.” The 
Religious Task Force is calling for an end to all U.S. aid to the 
government of El Salvador. 


Thanks to Tony Cavin and WBAI Pacifica for much of the 
information in this report. 
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Map* de la« lonas controlada*. realisado por la Comandancia Genaral 

delF.M.L.N. 

EL SALVADOR. Estas son las zonas que controla cl FMLN en El i 

GUAZAPA. 2: METAPAN. 3: TEJUTLA. 4: LAS VUELTAS. 5: CABANAS. 6: S^ LORENTO- 
SAN PEDRO. 7: TECOLUCA. 8: SAN AGUSTIN. 9: NOR<)RIl^TE (Jocomtoqu^Mean^ra^ 
rinto). 10: VOLCAN CONCHAGUA. 11: JUCUAR.4N-CHRILAGUA (Costa Rica- Espeaal para 
EL NUEVO DIARIO). 
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Translation: I already told you 
not to mess in politics unless 
it*s against terrorists. 

CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 

Roger /Barr icada/LNS 

#1011 

Napoleon Duarte 
CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 

Posada/Bohemia /LNS 


#1011 

CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Barricada/LNS 


#1011 

Translation: I*ve got proof of #1011 

who's supplying arms. CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 

CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: LnS 

Roger /Barr icada/LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Bulbul/LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Cindy Fredrick/LNS 
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This old man is part of the 
100,000-person militia 
Nicaragua is forming in 
response to threats by terrorists. 
CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 

Larry Boyd/LNS 


#1011 

In Battleboro, Vermont, 
approximately 100 people 
gather each Friday to hold 
a vigil protesting the Reagan 
Administration's aid to 
the junta in El Salvador. 
CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 

John Willis/LNS 
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Nicaraguans cheering at a 
Sandinista rally. 

CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Larry Boyd/LNS 


#1011 

Nicaraguan workers helping 
to build a new hospital. 
CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Larry boyd/LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Bulbul /LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Cindy Fredrick/LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Bulbul /LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Cindy Fredrick/LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Phil Heiple/LNS 
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CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN TO: 
Abbe Smith/LNS 
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